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public debt. Finally, the balance of expenses is covered
by taxes voted by the common legislature, but adminis-
tered in each duchy by a separate board appointed partly
by the Grand Duke and partly by the joint Landtag*

The political organization of the Mecklenburgs has
a peculiar interest, because it is a survival of mediaeval
institutions which has retained its vitality to the pres-
ent day. It is a fragment of the thirteenth century
projected into the nineteenth. The absence of repre-
sentative assemblies in these duchies has been a sore
grievance to the German Liberals, who have more
than once carried through the Reichstag proposals to
amend the imperial constitution so as to require every
State to have a legislative chamber elected by the
people. The Bundesrath, however, has always rejected
the proposals. This might lead one to suppose that
the objection to change came from the governments
of the duchies; but such is not the case, for the Grand
Duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin has on several occa-
sions tried to establish a representative chamber, and
in every case his efforts have been frustrated by the
refusal of the Ritterschaft to surrender its privileges.

The governments of the three Hanse cities have all
_.             gone through the same process of evolution,

(Area,i 58 from their former patrician condition; and they
Bremen are now so muc^ alike that it is enough to
describe the political organization of Ham-
burg, and point out in the notes the chief
.p,, points of difference to be found in the other
6'            two.1 The present constitution of Hamburg

1 Wolff son, Hamburg; Sievers, Bremen; and Klugmann, Lulecky in
Marquardseu.